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In China, clubs have a historical origin-relationship with the commercial guild hall. 
As the public social places, in the transformation from the commercial guild hall to 
the clubs, they represent the change of the relationships of merchants. Moreover, more 
and more Chinese classic styles are re-shown in modern clubs. Therefore, we observe 
such cultural renaissance is shown through some merchants and their clubs. 
       Hui, as the first thing I want to present and illustrate here, is a Chinese character, 
which can be simply understood as gathering. 
       This paper focuses on Hui, a Chinese character, which can be simply understood 
as gathering but actually convey a lot of connotation. To study on the both the culture 
and the space of the transformation from ‘the commercial guild hall (huiguan) to the 
clubs (huisuo)’. The author pays special attention to those commercial guild halls to 
modern business clubs during their trasformation, in order to analysis the similarity 
and difference among them.  
During the process of such evolution, because of the difference of their names, 
the purpose of their gathering, the link that hold them together, and their social 
function, they present different culture phenomena. The author sees such changing 
process as ‘the evolution of the culture of Hui’. However, during such evolution, there 
is something never changed, which we call invariability, is actually the invariability in 
cultural heritage; the author names it as the connotation of the culture.  
During the process of such transforamtion, because that people are gathering by 
different ways, there are kinds of spaces for theirgathering. And the spaces are also 
undergoing a graduate process of trasformation, or even, some emerge suddenly at a 
moment. There are something never changed as we regard as the spirit during the 
process. All in all, the author names them as the evolution of the space and the eternal 
spirit. 
Therefore this paper mainly researches on the connotation of ‘hui’, by analysing 
on three questions: 
Firstly, it is to analysis their transformation by time changing. This part aims to 
introduce the related buildings among commercial guild hall (huiguan) to modern 















transformation from huiguan to huisuo as the clue and to find the Chinese culture 
heritage. This part is a basis one for the following two.   
Secondly, it is to analysis their culture evolution. This is exactly the main part in 
this paper, it aims to make ‘from the commercial guild hall (huiguan) to modern clubs 
(huisuo)’ as the research clue, from the name of ‘hui’, the purpose of ‘hui’(their 
gathering), the foundation of ‘hui’(their gathering) and the social function of 
‘hui’(their gathering), in order to understand its culture connotation. 
Thirdly, it is to analysis their space transformation. This part is of important as 
the second one which the author regards as a main field to study. The author again 
makes ‘from huiguan to huisuo’ as the research clue, to classify the spaces as five 
types by the way people are gathering, for example, they are gathering by the god, by 
drama, by dining, by playing and by conference. 
This paper does not focus on a certain type of building but pays attention to the 
word HUI, which means gathering, in which there are things both changed and 
unchanged through time. The author also wants to discover the meaning after that the 
unchanged things are revealed, and further, to deeply think about the character of 
architecture which is also the goal set in doing such research. 
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